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Austria the Disintegrating Empire
Ancient Interpreta-
tion of Letters on
Hapsburg Armorial
Bearings About to
Be Realized

since the fourteenth century
EVER interpretation of the five vowels,

A, E, T, 0, U, which figure on the armorial
bearings of the sovereign house of Austria,
Las furnished a subject for discussion
and conjecture These cabalistic letfers,
which may be described as the heraldic
motto of Emperor Charles, are to be found
on all palaces and buildings belonging to
the crown, and were first used for this
particular purpose in 1302 by Emperor
Albert I., son of Rudolf of llapsburg.

According to some the initials stood
for "Albert us Electus Impend or Opti-mu- s

Vivat," the V boing often used as U
in mediiTTal script. According to others
they were intended to mean "Austria Est
Imperare Orbi Universe" But there is
an old time and popular saying, accord-

ing to which tlie lettTs stand for German
instead of 'for Latin words, and are to
the effect that "Alle Erst 1st Oestrcieh
Verdorbcn,' which may be translated as

"It is Austria who will go under (or per-

ish) first."
Caie It Different in Austria.

To-da- y the sixteen nationalities sub-

ject to the sceptre that has come down to
Emperor Charles from Emperor Charle-

magne through eleven centuries are more
than ever convinced that the German in-

terpretation of th6 letters ia the correct

one, and that Austria as an empire is
about to go under, the lirst of the Central
or enemy Powers. For although Bul-

garia has withdrawn from her alliance
with the two Kaisers and surrendered tc
the Entente, her monarchy thus far re-

mains intact and may be permitted to con-

tinue its existence after making certain
territorial sacrifices. But with the Dual
Empiro the case is different. President
Wilson's reply to the Austrian note last
week, a reply indorsed by France and
Great Britain commits the Powers of the
Entente to the dismemberment not alone
of, Austria, but also of Hungary.

Austria has always been un enviably
celebrated for her hesitancy, her unre-

liability and, above all, for her unpunc-tnalit- y.

She has always been too late, no
Batter whether on the liatlle field or in her
affairs of state. These shortcomings were
a source of mingled exasperation and
contempt to the first Napoleon and to
the Iron Chancellor, Prince Bismarck, as
well as of despair to the sovereign Stales
of southern Germany, who in the six

' weeks war- of 18GG were left to face Uie

Prussians Tinaided, although they, had efrr

pouscd the cause of the house' oft Haps-

burg.
Emperor' Coacetion Too Late.

Ilad Emperor Charles issued at Ihe be-

ginning of the present year-hi- s pledge to
federalize the various nations, subject to-hi-

crown, grantiug to each of 4hem home

rule, he might have saved the greater por-

tion of his twin monarchies. His' prpo
elamation making this concession 'last
week came too laic to be of avaiL For
the --Powers of the Entente have definitely

and officially committed themselves to the
full independence of the Czecho-Sfova- ks

of Austria and of- - Hungary, and have
recognized the Czecbd-Slova- k provisional
Government, with Prof. Thomas G.

Masaryk, the Bohemian patriot, as Presi-

dent, with Milan Stefanik, the celebrated
mstronomcry-wh-o has' fought his way lip
from a mere private to the rank of Gen-

eral in the French army in the present
war, as Minister of .National Defence, and
with Dr. Edward Benes as .Minister of
Foreign Affairs and of the Interior.
- An army of Crecho-SIova- ks recruited
from among former soldiers-- serving by,,

compulsion in the Austrian and Hnnga-- ,
rian forces has been defending the cause of
the Entente in Siberia and Russia. An-

other large contingent of Czecho-Slova-

is undergoing military training :under its
own flag here in ihe New Worldi Many,
thousands' more of them have, been for
the past three or four,yearson tho .French

front, and while the latest proclamation
of ihe pro viiianal Government is dated
from Paris we may receive at any moment
another proclamation dated from the
Hxadcany, the ancient palace or the Kingi
of Bohemia at Prague. For according
to Tories that come hy sVte via HoSasd,
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Scandinavia and Switzerland, all Bohemia
is already in a state of revolution and
Prague in the hands of the insurgents.
Incidentally it may be added that the Ad-

ministration at Washington has made an
initial advance of $13,000,000 to the pro-

visional Czecho-Slova- k Government.
The Powers of the Entente arc in the

same way committed, not to the autonomy
but to the 'complete independence of the
Slavs of- Croatia, Shrronia, Carnioia,
Bosnia and Heraogorina as a Jugo-Sla-

nation, united by ties of their own de-

termining with the restored Kingdom of
Serbia, and under the sceptre of a ruler
of their own choice, namely, the gallant
Crown Prince and Regent Alexander of
Serbia, who has given evidence of mili-

tary capacity and political sagacity in the
present ' Armageddon, as well as in tie
two Balkan Jwicrs by which it was preceded.

The' Entente & Jalsi) pledged 'to the in-

dependence 'of Poland, a considerable
portion "of ''which 'has been cmBraced, in
the Dual Empire. ' Italy is known to have
received of ncr' allies for her
pretentions to the Italian ' speaking
provinces of Emperor Charles, jang known
as the,Italia1Irre3enta;" while the mil-

lions of Rumanians of Transylvania who
have been subjected to oppression arid per-

secution by 'the Hungarian Government
are appealing' to tlie Entente Jor libera-
tion from their " bondage and for' their
incorporation into their motherland, Ru-

mania.

Hungary Alio Seems Doomed.

From this it will be seen that not only
Austria but likewise .Hungary i3 definitely
doomed to (dismemberment, and thir not
alone by the imposition of the 'will of the
Entente,, hnt what is much more to the
point, by the will of the very people hith-
erto subject to the honse of Hapsburg.
That the disruption should thus eome, not
alone, from without, .but also from within,
is duo largely to the policy pursued by
most of the sovereigns joi the Honse of
Hapsburg and by their leading statesmen
at Vienna, a poliey fostered by Berlin ever
since the days of . Frederick the Great.

It. is a policy which has been summed

up in the latin words "divide et impcra,"
which- - may. ho rendered in English' as
"sow dissension among them so that you
may mla.',' -- Instead of endeavoring, to
allay the antipathies, and the jealousies
among tho sixteen nationalities embraced
in the Dual "Empire it has been the policy
of its monarths, and of their ministers, to
foster radii distrust and hate and to
piny them off one against another. Em-

peror Francis II. TKed actually "to boast

that "my peoples are foreigners to one
anotlier. From their antipathies comes
order, and peace from their mutual dis-

likes."-

Czech, Hungarian, Rumanian, Pole,
Croat, Serb, Slovak and Slovenian, Aus-

trian and Tyrolese, and even the Magyar,
if left alone, would be peaceable neigh-

bors. But this might have resulted in
their forming a coalition against the Vien-

nese Government powerful enough to
force its hand, and that was a thing to
be avoided at all costs.

In 1570 when Bohemia had a chance

for equal recognition with Hungary,
Francis Joseph repudiated the pledge
and accepted Count Jnlius Andrassy, a
Magyar, as Chancellor.

Of the twin monarchies Austria may
inspire some pity. There lias always been
a feelrog among the nations of the Entente
that 'she was forced into ihs present war
against her will. Assuredly the late Em
peror1 Francis' Joseph was bitterly aTerso
thereto ahil anxious to end in peace hi3

--nrihappylife, darkened as it was by many"
tragedies. 5

Unwilling Slave of juermany.

Until the time of Italy's entry into tho

war in May, 1915, strenuous effort- - were
made both by Franco and by Eng'and to
detach Austria from her alliance with Ger-

many, owing- - to the conviction that she
was the" unwilling slave, rather than

of Germany in the fray. Even
after that,1 at any rate until the summer
of 1016, these efforts were continued with
the understanding that if Austria with-

drew she would have to make certain ter-

ritorial sacrifices to Italy. President Wil-

son delayed proclaiming war upon Aus-

tria for months after the United States
had- - broken with Germany, hoping that
Austria could be detached from Germany.
But although there is reason to believe
that Emperor Charles and especially his
Bourbon consort, Empress Zita, were 'anx-

ious for a separate peace, they either
lacked the i courage or the forces arrayed
against themjwere too powerful to over-

come, and the- time when they might have
saved- - themselves by a separate, peace
went by. .

These forces were those of Germany
and of. Hungary. Whatever may be the
sentiment toward Austria there should be
no sympathy wasted upon Hungary.
There has been a tendency in America,
but not in France, Great Britain or Italy
to regard the Magyars as among the en-

slaved nationalities of the Dnal Monarchy
eager far and entitled to freedom. and in-

dependence. As a master of fact the Is--

Wilsons Note the
Last Straiv Ages
Old History of Hesi-

tation Repeated Too
Often

garians are not among tlie oppressed, CuK.

assuredly among the oppressors; not
among the persecuted, but among the rs.

The lot of the people of Alsace-Lorrain- e

while under the sway of the Kaiser,
that of the Poles under the rule of the
Russian Czars and that of the Italian
speaking population of the Italia Irre-
denta provinces of Austria has been mild
compau-- to that of the unfortunate
Croats, Slovenes, Transylvanians and..
Slovaks beneath the tyranny of the 3Iag-yar- s.

It is not for nothing that tlie coun-

try over which they rule is known as Hun-
gary; that is to say, the Land of the Hun.

Intimate relations have always existed
ln'twccn the Magyars and the Prussians.
Hungary's great revolution of IS IS and
1S4D Was largely fiaajiced and directed
from Berlin in pursuance of the Hchen-zolle- m

traditional policy of weakening
Austria. The war of 1SCS was under-
taken by Bismarck largely with the inten--ti- on

of sapping the strength of Austria
to such au extent that she would be com-

pelled to yield to the demands of the
Magyars for partial indeptndtnee. Bis-

marck, and after his downfall Emperor
William, all along made it their business
to strengthen Hungary against Austria.
They hsld that by fostering th differences
between tlie two moieties of the Dual Em-

pire and by encouraging "the ambi-

tion of the Magyars to render Vienna
subordinate to Budapest they were con-

verting the twin Hapsburg monarchies
into a tool for ITohenzoIlern militarism.
For Germany, or rather Prussia, could al-

ways overawe Austria and bend her to
her will by supporting the Hungarians.

Eitel Suggested for Kin?.
It was a Hungarian statesman who con-

cluded with Bismarck' in 1879 the alliance
which bound the Hapsburgs to the chariot
of their former vassals and retainers, the
Hobcnzollems. Every new concession de-

manded by Budapest from Vienna wa3 en-

couraged and abetted from Berlin; and to
sath an extent did Emperor William pay
court to the Hungarians that" at one mo-

ment his second son, Prince Eitel, was
seriously discussed in the German and in
the Magyar ress as a likely king of
Hungary.

Tisza, the most mastcrfol of Hunga-
rian statesmen, whs flattered and .petted by
Emperor William until he became his
bounden ally and confederate if not his
creature, and it. was Tisza who, as-- Pre-
mier of Hungary, at the irtstigation of- the:
Kaiser at Berlin forced Emperor Francis:
Joseph .and the Government at Vienna
into the declaration --of war upon Serbia,"
which precipitated the present world-conflict- .

. '

Wbcn-th- e Powers of the Entente as-

semble around the council board to dic-

tate, not negotiate, the conditions of a
lasting peace they are likely to bear in
mind the .saying of a wise and sagacious
old statesman who was wont to insist
that Hungary, or rather the minority
Magyar element of the kingdom of St.
Stephen, was the backbone of Hoheszol-ler- n

imperialism and of the Kaiser s proj-
ect for the military, the political and above
all the economic mastery of the- - entire "

world.

Luanda's Experiences

tT HAT would you say if I should
W tell you," said Lncinda, "that

a conductor, a trolley ear conductor, had
addressed me as 'My dear? Would you
believe that possible? And yet just that
happened to me to-da- y.

"When I came to the avenue, where I
wanted to take ,a car, I found the line
blocked, and the car nearest to "me so
hemmed in that I couldn't see its destina-
tion mark. So I asked the conductor, who

was standing on the platform, 'Does this
car go to SoandsoT and the conductor
answered:

" 'No, my dear, yon want to take the
next car hack.

"Awfn- - Bat wait a minute This was

a woman conductor; a nice woman she

was, too; her calling me 'my dear' simply

indicated her inehaatioa to be nlee aad
friendly.''


